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	As easy as this sentence is, Robin Moore couldn't read it out loud until she was almost out of high school. 

A page full of text made her dizzy, and she fixated on the space between the lines as they flowed like rivers across the pages. 

"I thought I was retarded," said Moore, 44, now a special education teacher who was named the Bartlett Rotary Club's Teacher of the Year in June. 

Moore's mom enrolled her in a summer day camp for dyslexic kids when she was 16. 

She learned she wasn't dumb and why she confused words like "tap" and "pat." 

And she began breaking out of a long fight with depression and low self-esteem. 

Moore spent time in July at the camp again. For three decades, it has been the project of the Dyslexia Foundation of Memphis. 

Every July, the foundation offers intensive tutoring to help the next generation of children with dyslexia, a reading disorder that is the most common learning disability. This year, about 70 children attended. 

Dyslexia affects an estimated 5 to 15 percent of children, who have a brain abnormality not linked to their intelligence. 

Along with several schools in and around Memphis, the Dyslexia Foundation helps kids crack the code of written language. 

At their own pace and in their own way, the children learn the relationship between letters and their spoken sounds. 

The camp, at St. Benedict at Auburndale School, is different because parents are asked to teach all day, every day, for the month. If they do, their kids may attend free. 

Parents work with others' children, which helps them understand what their own children are going through. They take home teaching techniques they can use to help their own children through the school year. 

It helped Andrea Mouring to see her children, Alexandria, 10, Isaac, 8, and Jacob, 6, socializing with other dyslexic kids. She and her husband, Lee, also have the learning disability, which can be passed down to the next generation. The main difference now, she says, is that her children don't have to hide the disability like she tried so hard to do while growing up. 

Isaac reads a year below grade level, but psychologists have told Mouring that some of his reasoning skills are more advanced than the abilities of much older children. On IQ tests, he scores 132, a near-genius ranking. 

For example, last year he knew what a "secret ballot" was. The experts told Mouring that he should know what a secret is, but they were surprised he knew the word ballot. 

"It's where you put in your vote anonymously," Isaac said. Except he got his m's and his n's confused. 

During the camp, Isaac, who is home-schooled with his brother and sister, was enthralled with his own study of motion and how things rotate. He'd been filling two-liter soda bottles with water and rocks to see how the weight changed the motion when he spun them. Lately, he's taken to spinning himself round and round. 

His tutor, another child's parent, cut a deal with him at camp. Concentrate really hard during the lessons and you can spin in between. 

His mom considers this latest fascination a stroke of luck compared to Isaac's past interest in straight-line motion. 

"Last year, things kept flying against a wall," Mouring said wryly. "His interest has changed, and I'm thankful for it." 

Mouring decided to home-school her children after she realized they needed one-on-one attention that their public school teachers weren't able to provide. 

The foundation's summer camp and Saturday sessions during the school year also give the Mouring children a chance to be with other dyslexic kids as they work on their reading and writing skills. 

"Here, they're not `weird,' " said teacher and foundation president Karen Carson, who also is dyslexic. 

Some parents at the camp have learning disabilities and struggle with the daily lessons as they teach the kids. Others, like Carson, are certified teachers. 

In some cases, parents have quit their jobs and come from across the region to bring their children to the camp Carson runs. She tackled her disability on her own, well enough to make it through college. 

Much more is known about dyslexia now, and Carson, a fourth-grade teacher at St. Benedict, applies the research and teaching methods to the daily lessons. 

The kids are taught one-on-one. They drill with index cards, write and rewrite words - saying them out loud and listening to them over and over as part of the curriculum. 

Carson packs the lessons with lots of praise and hugs. 

Parent Emily Bishop watched dyslexia diminish her 9-year-old Jonathan into an angry, frustrated, almost tormented child. He'd hit himself and say, "I know I should have learned these baby words, but I just can't." 

It didn't help that other kids in school were blurting out the words he was stumbling over when it was his turn to read aloud. 

By taking a different path to reading - a low-stress, one-on-one structured technique - Jonathan is reading. It's slow, laborious, and he needs frequent breaks, but he's reading. 

"Once we find the way we learn, we do fine in life. The problem is they are so beaten down and so convinced they cannot learn," Carson said. 

When she was in the eighth grade, Moore, the Teacher of the Year honoree, considered suicide because she couldn't imagine living in a world where she didn't fit in. 

"I'd think, `I'm going to get out of here. I'm going to end it,' " Moore said. 

Other times, like after failing a test because she couldn't read any of the questions, she hoped to die in an accident. The F's kept coming. 

Finally, at the foundation camp, Moore learned to read. She started by tracing the letters with her fingers, then writing them. Through repetition, saying the letters and sounds out loud, the once garbled symbols turned into letters and words that actually made sense. 

She struggled through two years at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville before taking time off to think about her future and her goals. 

It was then, at age 20, that she read her first book, The Marathon Man. 

"That was my first great joy," she said. 

Invigorated, Moore decided to help others like herself. She went back to UT-Knoxville to work on a special education degree. For the first time in her life, she was an A and B student. 

She took notes diligently. Right after class, she rewrote them using the textbook and a dictionary to check her spelling. 

Now Moore passes along her learning techniques to her students. She taught at St. Benedict and will teach this year at Collierville Middle School. 

Once her new students get used to her, she knows they'll remind her when she accidentally writes a number backward on the blackboard. 

She'll remind them that Tom Cruise is dyslexic and so was Albert Einstein - to name two. 

Carson does the same. 

An Einstein poster outside her room at St. Benedict says: 

"They said he was a nice enough kid, but not exactly a rocket scientist . . . Great minds don't always think alike. Neither do little ones." 
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