Teacher on mission to share joy of math
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Robin Moore, an instructor at St. Benedict at Auburndale, teaches a class in algebra 2. Moore developed Moore's Reminders for Math cards to help students gain the confidence in math from repetitive referencing she says reinforces learning.
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St. Benedict student Andy Sturman solves algebra
2 problems with the help of Moore's Reminders for
Math. Teacher Robin Moore's reference system eases
learning. 

Robin Moore is on a mission. She teaches algebra at St. Benedict at Auburndale High School in Cordova and has a particular passion to get her students to get it. 

Key to that is a little something she invented. Simple, but, she says, terrifically effective. 

Moore's Reminders for Math is a stack of index cards held together by a ring that provides quick references to math procedures. 

They are color-coded, arranged simply and logically, and are a tool that Moore says helps those math processes stick in the mind. 

She is fervent about getting her students to grasp math. This passion springs from her own difficulties in childhood with dyslexia. "When I was young I couldn't read. I never thought I could be successful." 

When she finally connected with the Dyslexia Foundation, she blossomed. "I read my first book at age 20 -- 'The Marathon Man.' It was the greatest joy I had ever felt." 

Since then, finding solutions to seemingly insurmountable problems has been her cause. 

She got her master's degree at the University of Memphis in special education and rehabilitation. She took a special interest in math because it's such a troublesome subject for so many students. 

One problem, she feels, is that textbooks are too complicated. "A few people have a great math brain, but they're the ones who write the textbooks," she says. 

That leaves many students unable to keep pace, and even falling a little behind can make it tough to catch up. And the emphasis on memorization isn't always approached correctly. 

"Memorization is nice but sometimes students need a tool. We can do a lot more for children instead of pushing them along." 

Stephanie Moll, a senior at St. Benedict, has been using Moore's Reminders for four years. 

"When I can't remember I refer to those cards," she says. "Sometimes I draw a blank so I take them out." 

Moore says that students all learn a little differently and teachers need to figure that out and help them achieve the goals of the class. 

Students are encouraged to use the cards and other techniques that Moore shows them while working problems. It is the very repetition that makes it work, she says. 

"If you have to reference things and find answers on your own you're more likely to remember," she says. "When you have a tool, you find the answer and that's when students enjoy being taught." 

The cards are $19.95 and available on Moore's Web site (mathhelpcards.com). She says that St. Francis of Assisi Elementary School and the Greater East High Foundation have acquired some. 

The payoff is that students have less fear of math and even those who struggle can get in there with the best of them. 

"Just because you have a learning disability now doesn't mean you won't be a success."
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