Robin,

I just wanted to express my family’s gratitude of Thanks!  Dorian not only was taking Algebra II, I had no idea he was also taking Geometry too this year!  As I told you before in February, 1st and 2nd semesters he brought home F’s.  That’s when the spirit led me to your article in the Commercial Appeal 02/01/07.  It was just in time to seek the “HELP” my son needed to graduate!  He kept the faith throughout the entire year assuring us that “I am going to graduate!”  Our faith was wavery and very unsure he would pull it off in time.  I was communicating periodically with the staff about his progress each semester.  Believe me, we all were worried.  I told him “if you don’t graduate you will reimburse me for senior dues and pay for all the summer school courses you fail.”  I even threatened to make him quit his part time job at Kroger.  It was that crucial!  But Dorian believed in himself and his capabilities.  To make a long story short, he passed both courses.  In Geometry with no assistance he passed with a “B”.  Algebra II he failed last year and had to repeat it this year.  Your cards helped him pass with a high “C”.  He said it was hard work juggling his full classroom schedule and working a part time job.  In that short length of time, he did it!  Although being in class with a teacher an hour a day and being enrolled for extra help in the after school program for 30 minutes, he still couldn’t grasp the concept until he received those cards.  We paid out $700 or more in senior dues. The ending result is that the money I spent on your cards was the most valuable thing that made this experience so rewarding.  None of this would have meant anything if he had to repeat those courses and couldn’t participate in the commencement exercise with his senior class.  I am the proudest parent of the class of 2007.  Dorian graduated on May 19th at the Mid South Coliseum from Overton High School.  He exemplified that he has the rights and ownership of a diploma, and not a certificate to be called an Overton High “Wolverine” by the Memphis City Schools.
This is a word of wisdom and experience from one parent to another.  If you are aware that your child has not reached his/her level of potential, don’t wait until it’s too late.  Your ending result may not be the same.  The drop out rate among black teenagers is drastically too high!  These cards will be utilized and forwarded to the next generation in our family.  The torch has been lit!  I am glad to know that we still have faith filled teachers who vessel in designing inexpensive tools to help “all” of our children.  I thank Robin for not being selfish with her talent.  I am a firm believer “if you don’t use it, you will lose it!”  She could have chosen to keep this valuable tool in the (Private) county school system but she didn’t and I thank God for her.  To those who labor with her in this struggle to defeat the burden of “Mathematics” continue, for God will reward you openly.  May the Blessings of the Lord be upon you and I Bless you all in the name of the Lord!
Janet Echols

Mighty Proud Parent of the Class of 2007!

